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A WORD FROM THE MAYOR

A vision that 
honours the past, 

supports 
development

in the present
and provides 

inspiration
for the future 

I am pleased to present the Special Planning Program for the Village 
of Pointe-Claire, a reference document that will guide our planning and 
sustainable development decisions for the future of Pointe-Claire’s 
historic core.

It is a vision based on honouring the past, supporting present 
development and providing inspiration for the future. Over the next few 
years, it will help confirm that the Village is a prosperous and attractive 
place to live and a favoured destination, while preserving and 
promoting its unique heritage identity.

The 2015-2019 Strategic Plan identifies Pointe-Claire Village as a 
significant strength and asset. The City’s Planning Program, adopted 
in 2011, indicates that this sector requires more detailed planning in 
order to preserve its appearance and heritage, its built fabric, its 
functional mix, and the variety and long-term health of its commercial 
activities.

Directions identified in the PPU are an overall vision. All actions and 
decisions that arise from them will consider the Village as a whole, 
including its quality of life, its heritage and its commercial activities. 
These make up a whole that is interwoven with values to be supported 
and developed.

The major challenge we face is to make changes that will honour the 
Village’s past, support its development in the present, and ensure its 
future. We must all contribute to the Special Planning Program for 
Pointe-Claire Village in order to make this vision our reality.

Morris Trudeau 
Mayor of Pointe-Claire
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The Village of Pointe-Claire is not only the founding 
nucleus of the City of Pointe-Claire; it is also one of the 
oldest villages on the Island of Montreal. Today, its identity 
as a community and destination is changing, with several 
public and private development projects on the horizon. At 
this pivotal time, it is important to ensure the Village retains 
its cohesiveness and vitality by carefully planning its future 
development from a sustainable development perspective. 

The Special Planning Program (SPP) is a planning tool 
provided for in the Act Respecting Land Use Planning 
and Development, which allows municipalities to execute 
detailed plans for those areas of the city that require special 
attention. Once adopted, the SPP becomes part of a 
municipality’s urban plan.

The current SPP was first announced in the City’s Planning 
Program, which entered into force in March 2011. 
The Village of Pointe-Claire, including Cartier Avenue, had 
been earmarked for a comprehensive planning initiative. 
As part of the current urban plan, the SPP will allow 
the City to shape the development of this area in a way 
that responds to its unique needs. It provides the Village 
of Pointe-Claire with a vision for development and a 
detailed action plan. The SPP is a planning tool that the 
City can use to plan, clarify, guide, and harmonize future 
development initiatives, both public and private.

From 2013 to 2014, Convercité and the City worked 
together to produce a diagnosis of the Village, which served 
as a basis for the SPP’s development. This diagnosis was 
the result of a structured and concerted planning process, 
in which citizens and other concerned parties took part 
in various information gathering initiatives. This public 
consultation took the form of information sessions, surveys, 
and questionnaires, as well as a citizens forum. The result 
was a diagnosis supported by the broadest range of 
stakeholders possible, and one that provided an accurate 
portrait and clear understanding of urban development 
issues. The SPP drew on the conclusions in the diagnosis 

to formulate sustainable solutions and an overall vision 
for urban planning. The Village of Pointe-Claire’s SPP 
therefore represents the common interest of community 
groups, the general public, and the City of Pointe-Claire to 
build a quality living environment.

The document is divided into three main sections. First, it 
provides background information laying out the key issues 
identified by the diagnosis, including physical-spatial, 
sociodemographic and economic concerns. Next, these 
issues are addressed through an overarching vision and 
planning and development guidelines. The document then 
outlines the implementation plan, providing details of the 
proposed actions and strategies to carry them out. Finally, 
a schedule of implementation is presented as an appendix.

In short, the SPP provides: 
• An outline of the diagnosis and key issues requiring

attention;
• A vision for planning and development;
• Six main orientations divided into objectives, each of

which provides for several means of implementation;
• The implementation program, including six focus areas,

achievement strategies, and a monitoring program;
• A schedule of implementation.
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