
 

HOW TO OBTAIN A DEMOLITION PERMIT 

 

General information 

The procedure to demolish a building is established in By-Law PC-2987 regarding the demolition of an immovable, which 
aims to protect and enhance Pointe-Claire buildings and areas of heritage interest, dwelling units and property values. 

 

Projects subject to demolition procedure 

▪ Relocation of a main residential heritage building to another lot; 

▪ The demolition or deconstruction of more than 50% of the exterior wall area (structure, opening or framework) of a 
main building. 

▪ The partial or total demolition of a building of heritage interest identified in Chapter 13 of SPAIP By-law PC-2787 

and any building built before 1940, resulting in the demolition or deconstruction of more than 25% of the exterior 

wall area (structure, opening or framework) or the demolition or deconstruction of more than 50% of the roof area.  

▪ The demolition or deconstruction of more than 50% of an industrial or mixed-use building or structure located on 

boulevard Saint-Jean, boulevard des Sources, boulevard Hymus or the Transcanadienne Highway; 

▪ The demolition or deconstruction of more than 50% of a commercial or mixed-use building. This percentage is 

reduced to 25% when the building is located within the boundaries of the Valois or Pointe-Claire villages; 

▪ The cumulative destruction or dismantling of parts of an immovable or building over a period of thirty-six (36) 

months. This period begins when the first permit is issued; 

▪ The demolition or deconstruction of a church or religious establishment where the request involves a change of 

use; 

Where applicable, the land reutilization program must respect the criteria of the Site Planning and Architectural Integration 
Programme (SPAIP) By-law PC-2787. 

Revision process 

Upon receipt of a complete request containing all the required information, the Planning Department will request an 
evaluation and inspection report and establish a date for a public meeting to be held by the Demolition Committee. A public 
notice concerning the proposed demolition and the convening of the Committee will be published on the City of Pointe-
Claire website and a sign will be installed in front of the building for a period of ten (10) days from the date of publication.  

The criteria upon which the Committee will base its discussion and decision are as follows: 

▪ The condition of the immovable subject to the application;  
▪ The contribution of the immovable to the special character of Pointe-Claire; 
▪ The cost of restoration; 
▪ The deterioration of the architectural appearance or aesthetic character of the neighbourhood or of the quality of life 

in the neighbourhood,  
▪ The intended use of the vacated land, 
▪ The environmental sustainability of the project, among other things: possibility for recycling and recovery of the building 

material and equipment, regional supply and quality of materials, energy efficiency of mechanical systems, etc. 
▪ When the immovable includes one or more rental dwellings, the prejudice caused to lessees, the housing needs in the 

area and the possibility of relocating the lessees. 

The decision will be taken by the Committee to allow the demolition and the proposed land reutilisation programme; to allow 
the project with modifications or conditions; or to refuse the demolition project. 

Following the public meeting, the committee's decision will be sent to the owner by the City Clerk. Any interested party may, 
within thirty (30) days of the committee's decision, appeal this decision to the council. 

 
Required documents 
 
The documents below must be submitted to the Planning Department: 

Official request including: 

▪ A completed demolition request form with the owner’s information. 

▪ Power of attorney or letter of authorization signed by the owner, if applicable. 

▪ Proof of ownership, if applicable. 

▪ In the case of a building comprising one or more dwellings, a written confirmation that there is no tenant occupying the 
structure to be demolished or, if applicable, proof that the lessee has been informed of the request to demolish as well 
as the conditions for rehousing evicted tenants, including any compensation paid. 

▪ Letter explaining the reasons for demolishing the building and why it cannot be preserved, renovated or recycled. 

▪ A certificate of location including the exterior dimensions and footprint of the building to be demolished. 

▪ Recent photos of all facades of the existing building. 

▪ The number of dwellings to be demolished and the number occupied by tenants at the time the request is submitted. 
If the building is unoccupied, a declaration to this effect by the owner or his representative. 



 

▪ A letter clearly explaining the project (proposed land use, technical means to be used for the demolition. 

▪ An elevation plan describing the projected preliminary volumetric characteristics, including roof shape, height and pitch, 
location of the main entrance, and location and positioning of the garage in relation to the street, when required. 

▪ Site plan for new construction, including dimensions and configuration of vehicular access and parking space; 

▪ A plan delineating the area affected by demolition and excavation work, including areas for mobilizing equipment and 
storing materials. 

▪ An insertion plan, prepared by a land surveyor, showing the facade (volume and height) of the proposed building and 
the facade of neighboring buildings located on either side of it. 

▪ An approximate timetable of the demolition and reconstruction work and the estimated costs for demolition, 
reconstruction and landscaping. 

▪ An evaluation and building inspection report appointed by the City, paid for by the applicant and prepared by a 
chartered appraiser and building inspector, which establishes the state of the building, the cost of replacing the building 
to be demolished with a new one; the physical depreciation of the building; the depreciated cost and an estimate of 
the cost of a complete restoration of the building. 

▪ An Urban Forestry report prepared by a competent person (e.g. arborist, landscape architect, forest engineer) showing 
the location of all existing trees to be protected or to be felled within 5 m of the excavation line, and the new plantings 
that are proposed, along with a description of the characteristics (species, size, health and structural condition) of all 
trees, both existing and proposed. must also include a recent photo of all trees or groups of trees and hedges. It must 
also contain recommendations on arboricultural interventions related to the demolition request. 

▪ A description of the methods to be used to carry out the demolition work (dust management, asbestos management, 
decontamination, storage and disposal of demolition materials) and the measures to be taken to mitigate noise 
nuisance, ensure regular site clean-up and ensure safety on and around the site. 

▪ For heritage buildings identified in Chapter 13 and buildings constructed before 1940, additional documentation will be 
required. 

▪ Any additional information that should be considered in the evaluation of this request, such as a description of the state 
of deterioration of the building and an explanation of why it can not be repaired or renovated. 

▪ All documents submitted must be in PDF format no larger than 90Mb. 

 

Fees applicable for 2026 
 
Residential (1 to 4 dwellings) or Public use: 
Opening the file : $ 1 095 
Fees of $ 3 295 initial amount for the evaluation and building inspector’s reports  
 
Commercial, Industrial and Multifamily or new development: 
Opening the file : $ 1 920 
Fees of $ 3 295 initial amount for the evaluation and building inspector’s reports  

Note: During the analysis of the project, the City may request additional documents or information in addition to the above 
listed. 

Issuance of permit  

At the end of the demolition procedure and SPAIP, if the decision is favorable and final and without appeal, the Urban 
Planning Department will contact the applicant for the application of the construction permit or certificate of authorization. 
The applicant must obtain the permit from the Urban Planning Department. 

 
 


